aractaristics

These majestic, easy to grow perennials are available
in an array of colors, sizes, and varieties. There are
seven major classifications of Iris: Bulbous, Dutch,
Tall bearded, Dwart bearded, Japanese, Siberian,
and Spuria.

Iris should be planted

in full sun by

September so

that the roots of

the plant are

well established

before the end of

the season.

Plantso that the

tops of the

rhizomes are

exposed and the

roots are spread

out facing

downward in the

soil. Tamp the soil

firmly and then water to

help settle the soil. Proper
depthis critical. Plant 12" to 24"
apart. Plants spaced further apart
will need less frequent thinning.

Iris grow in well-drained soil. Plant in raised beds
or on aslope to ensure good drainage. If your soil
is heavy, coarse sand or humus may be added to
improve drainage. Gypsum is an excellent soil
conditioner that can improve most clay soils. The
ideal pH is 6.8 (slightly acidic), but Iris are
tolerant in this regard. T'o adjust the pH of your
soil, lime may be added to acidic soils or sulfur to
alkaline soils.
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